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F Depravity of Morals and 
| Manners be a certain Con- 
SY ſequence of Infidelity, as 
has been ſuggeſted by man 
Writers of great Eminency, 
we may conclude the 
Charge of Free-thinking brought againſt 
the preſent Generation to- be more juſti- 
fiable than we are willing to have it 
thought. Our Fathers had their Vices in, 
common with other Nations, but we have 
, n almoſt univerſally, Vices un- 
' A | known 


(2) 
known to the reſt of the World; or ra- 
ther there are no Limits to our Viciouſ- 
neſs; as if having any Tendency at all to 
Virtue, was being e and unfa- 

; ſhionable. \ 

I) wis dangerous Depravity is viſible in 
all the Claſſes of the Community, but in 
none more conſpicuouſly than where it 
might be leaſt expected: And if the 
Leaders err, what Wonder is it that the 
Followers go aſtray? If the Learned ſet 
bad Example, well may the Illiterate be 
excuſed for treading in their Footſteps. 
Writers may be deemed the Cooks of the 
Public, who vitiate or correct the Palate of 
the Peopte in Proportion to the Quan- 
tum of Virtue. or Vice with which 
they ſeaſon their Works. 

Are the People in love with Fiction . 
Romance; tis becauſe Writers have dealt 
exuberantly in thoſe Commodities of late. 
Are they fond of Scandal, Detraction, 
Acrimony of Expreſſion, of Indecency, 
and even of Obſcenity ; is it not owing to 
the Lucubrations of certain modernScribes, 
who conſider only making the moſt of the 
Market? And if the Spirit of  Unchari- 
tableneſs is gone forth among the People, 
Who has let it looſe but thoſe. venal Wri- 
ters, who ſpare no Character, nor are 
Slaves to Truch * longer than Truth 
qua- 


| 650 | 
quadrates with their Views of making the 
moſt of their Works, which they never 
fail to calculate for Times and Seaſons ? 
There are ſome Writers that are ng 


. leſs Mechanicks than the Printers of their 


Works; and are as inattentive to every 


Conſideration, except vending their La- 


bour to the beſt Advantage. They think 
a ſpecious Title-page will be a Recom- 
mendation to the Bookſeller, and reckon 
no leſs on the Approbation of the com> 
mon Run of the People, if tho Subject 

turn upon ſome Object juſt then freſh 
come upon the Theatre of the Public. 
Thus, without Decency or Remorſe, do 
theſe Adepts in the Myſtery of Times, 
Seaſons” and Subjects, theſe Pamphlet- 
mongers, hack and mangle even exalted 
Characters, if they happen to be in Sea- 
ſon, with as little Ceremony and Reſerve, 
as an Ordinary of Neægate publiſhes thoſe 
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of the Convicts in his Charge 
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I am led to the Confideration of this 
Sujyec,' in which the Community is more 


nearly intereſted than may appear to many, 


by the Perafal of a late libellous Romance, 


üntituled, Memoirs of tbe Li of Lora 


Lovat. I am not miſtaken; I think; in 


calling this Production a Libel; for even 


were all the Facts alledged there true, as 
certainly they are not, the Law of the 
| o A 2 ** Land 
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Land ſtrictly forbids theſe Sort of Publica» 
tions. T b my Lord Lovat has the Miſ- 


fortune to fall under the Diſpleaſure of the 


Government, yet in the Eye of the Law 


is he intitled to all the Rights of a Sub- 


ject, and the Privileges annex d to his high 


Rank, till he is formally convicted or at- 


tainted. Therefore 1 cannot help look 
upon this ſham Life as a Libel upon his 
Lordſhip, an Impoſition upon the Public, 
and an Indignity to the Peerage. Tis not 
for a private Man ta preſume directing the 
Reſentment of their Lordſhips; but the 


Injured having a natural Chim to public 


Protection, I doubt not but an Attempt to 
reſcue the Character of a Nobleman, un- 
able to procure himſelf Juſtice from: Ob- 
loquy and Miſtepreſentation, will be re- 
ceived: by the Public with Candour. 


The Author, whomſoever he be, of this 
Rodtanich, is certainly no Novice at his 


Trade. He not only underſtands the Craft 
of Time and Seaſon, but has acquire a 
ſufficient Stock to carry on his T 
Advantage. This is viſible in his Intro- 


duction, whois he borrows the only Shape 


that could colour his Undertaking or gain 
him any Credit with the Public. * * The 
Author of the following Sheets thought 
$6 that certain 3 which on has 
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1 Sllected of the Life of Lord Lovat 
« from the Hiſtories of public Tranſactions, 
* in which his Lordſhip was employed ar 
** concerned, from a perſonal Arquaint- 
* ance with his Lordſhip for many Years, 
« and from the Author's own Obſervation 
c of his Conduct and Behaviour in the 

e peaceable Period of his Life,” 

After the Author had thus artfully hint- 
ed to his Readers the only Information that 
could acquire him their Confidence and 
good Opinion, he proceeds with equal Skill 
to command their Attention, by ſetting - 
before them the high Quality and Impor- 
tance of the Subject of his Marry: The 
following Account, therefore, which he 
gives of the ancient and honourable De- 
ſoent of the Fraſers, being wholly to cap- 

tivate the Reader, was never intended as a 
Compliment to the Hero of his Novel, 
whom all along he raiſes, as Milton did 
the dark Hero of his inimitable Poem, on- 
ly that his Fall may be the more con- 
ſpicuons. If any Excellencies are produc'd 
by our Author, & Lord Lovat, tis only 
with an Intent that his Lordſhip's Defects 
ſnould appear more naked and glaring. 
I © But however that may be, it is agreed 
97 9 * chat = wor 255 were a 2 
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6 1 
ful and flouriſhing People in the Reign 
of Malcolm IV. King of Scotland, about 
e the Year 1153; this Family enjoyed 


* 


c 


A 


large Poſſefiions in the Shire of Twedale 
and elſewhere in ths South Parts of 
ne rnb“ 
The Author goes on illuſtrating the 
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Heroic Actions of this diſtinguiſhed Fami- 


ly till the 13th Century, wherein the Chief, 
Sir Simon Fraſer, | was put to Death by 
our King Edward I. for a Crime, which 
reflects as great Honour on the Family of 
the Fraſers, as the Puniſhment does Diſ- 
honour on the Memory of that Eugliſb 
Monarch. The brave Sir Simon had 
5 afterwards, in the Courſe of this War, 
ce the Misfortune to be taken by Treache- 
* ry, and by Order of Edward I. was 


brought up Priſoner to London, where 


<« he was condemned and executed as a 


Traitor and that, as his Countrymen 


© Obſerved, for no other Crime, but brave- 
5e ly perſiſting in the Defence of the Li- 
< berties and Independency of his Coun- 
e try, when invaded by a Foreign Power.” 
For no other Crime, but bravely perfiſt- 
ing in tbe Defence of the Liberties and In- 
dependency of his Country. — A glorious 
Motive for taking up Arms! A Motive 
which ſhould fire every Breaſt; a Motive 
| | > -2\- that 
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that can't fail inflaming every Breaſt un- 
ſully'd by Corruption, and untinctured by 
Prejudice. Tis amazing, that no Coun- 
ſellor about Edward I. had the Virtue to 
adviſe him againſt putting Sir Simam Fra- 


ſer to Death. That Prince might have 


been naturally jealous of his Power, and 
violent and tenacious; but it is impoſſible 
but he muſt have ſhewn more Indulgence 
to Sir Simon, had any about him had the 
virtuous Courage to lay before him the De- 
fect of his own Title to Scotland, and the 
Rectitude of the Reſiſtance of the Scots for 
ſhaking off a Foreign Yoke. A Prince of 
Edward's Penetration muſt neceſſarily 
have diſtinguiſhed between a poſitive and 
1maginary Rebellion, and ſoon have ſeen 


that That imputed to Sir Simon Fraſer was 


of the latter Species, had not his Cour- 
tiers been mere Sycophants, who ſtudied 
more the Gratification of his Paſſion than 


* his Honour or Character. 


The Word Rebellion, tho Engliſb, 
ſeems to be greatly miſunderſtood by many 
honeſt, well-meaning. Engliſhmen, who 
indolently ſuffering themſelves to be car- 
ried away with the Tide of Prejudice, take 
Things as they are handed to them, with- 
out Enquiry or Examination. Refiſt» 
ance does not neceſſarily include Rebelli- 
on, and conſequently every Man who re- 
3 ſiſts 


{2-1 "7. Bot 
| fiſts an eſtabliſhed Government is not a 
Rebel, if the Government be founded in U- 
ſurpation. Eduard I. had, moſt certainly, 
no equitable Title to the Crown of Scot 
land, however ſpeciouſly he may have co- 
loured it by Conqueſt, or a much worſe 
Pretenſion, the involuntary Ceſſion of Ba- 
liol. Therefore, in no equitable Con- 
ſtruction , of the Word, was Sir Simon 
Fraſer guilty of Rebellion againſt Ego. I. 
any more than the brave Wallace, Gene- 
ral of the reſiſting Party, whom that 
Prince very unjuſtly put to Death. | 
_ Edward]. was a Prince of great En- 
dowments, but I can never think his An- 
naliſts in earneſt when they compliment 
him on his Perſecution of the Scofs who 
adhered to the Intereſt of their Country 
and Royal Family. They may ſwell his 
Praiſe, if they will, with the Conqueſt of 
Scotland; but in beſtowing Encomiums 
upon him for his Butchery of the reſiſting 
Scots, they blacken inſtead of brightening 
his Character. | | 
'Tis remarkable, that this great Engli/þ 
King, who, according to fome of his Pa- 
negyriſts, had conquer'd Scotland three 
times, and had, by the Sword and the Ax, 
cut off moſt of the Scots Families of Diſ- 
tinction, ended his Life by the Loſs of 
Blood *, where he had ſhed ſo much of it. 
vg | | 'Tis 
Edavard 2, died ef the Bloody Flux at Borough on the 
Sands, a {mall Town in Scotland, July , 1307. 
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"Tis not for Man to ſcrutinize the Diſpen- 
ſations of Providence; but we may ſay, that 
according to the vulgar Notions of Right and 
Wrong, and of Lenity and Cruelty, the 
Place and Manner of Edward's Death de- 
note as well the Wrath as Juſtice of the Di- 
vine Arbiter. | r 

I am always ſorry to ſee the Partiality of 
our Hiſtorians in regard to Edward's Arbi- 
tration between Bruce and Baliol: Tis fo 
diſhonourable, ſo ſhameful for a Prince to 
have made ſo bad an Uſe of the Confidence 
repoſed in him, that I have often wondered 
why our Annaliſts have not endeavoured to 
ſoften and palliate that ignominious Tranſac- 
tion more. How meanly deſigning, how much 
below the Dignity of a great King, was it for 
Edward to have awarded for Balol, that he 
might pay him Homage and keep him in 
Servitude ! But behold the different Diſpo- 
- fitions of Providence, The Son of that 
very Bruce, whom Edward wronged of 
the Crown, gloriouſly ſtruggled with a Se- 
ries of Difhculties, ſeemingly inſurmount- 
able, and at laſt wreſted the Diadem unjuſt- 
pl given from his Father, from the Oppreſ- 

or of his Country. There is ſomething ſo 
particular in the Story of Robert Bruce, and 
tho' true, has ſo much the Air of Romance, 
that I can't think a Sketch of it, as related 
POOR i B | | by 


by 


LE... 
one of our late Writers, will be diſ- 


taſteful to the Reader. 


et 
ce 
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After Robert had been ſolemnly crown- 
ed at Schoon, he found it difficult to ſtand 


his Ground; for having loſt two Battles 


againſt the Earl of Pembroke whom Ed- 
ward had ſent to oppoſe him, he had the 
Mortification to ſee himſelf diſpoſſeſſed 
of his ſtrong Holds ; his Relations perſe- 
cuted ; his Wife thrown into Priſon ; his 
Brothers kill'd ; fo that being univerſally 
abandoned, he himſelf was obliged to 
leave his Country, and to retire into one 


of the + Hebrides, where he lay conceal'd 
ata Friend who was his Relation, and 


there continued in Expectation of more 
propitious Times. But Edward return- 


to England, Robert came out of the 
Place where he had concealed himſelf, 


aſſembled the Remains of his ſcattered 
Army, and reinforc'd it with new Le- 
vies. With theſe Forces he aitacked the 


Earl of Pembroke, defeated and took 
him Priſoner, and ſo became , Maſter of 
the Field, and at laſt of the whole King- 


The Author proceeds thus”; 


dom,” 


Edward hereat being extremely exaſpe- 


© rated: againſt the Scots, he was determin- 


60 


was he arrived at Carliſie, where he had 
1 a 5 * . cc k, 


\ 1 The Iflands between Scatland and E „gland. 


ed to ruin their Kingdom; but ſcarce 


got 


(11) 
got together a very fine Army, but ha 
«© was ſelzed with a Fit of Sickneſs which 
ce put an End to his Life,” CNY 
' The unjuſt Puniſhment inflicted on one 
of Lord Lovat's Anceſtors, for what ſhould 
endear him to all true Patriots, led us inſen- 
ſibly into a Digreſſion concerning the Na- 
ture of Rebellion, and the different Diſtri- 
butions of Providence in regard to Eaward I, 
and King Robert Bruce; but we will re- 
ſume our Subject. | 
The whole Scope of the Romance under 
our Conſideration, being to vilify and aſperſe 
the Nobleman unhappily fallen under the 
Diſpleaſure of the Government, tis no won- 
der that we find him every now and then nib- 
bling at his Principles both religious and civil. 
With this Writer my Lord Lovat is alter- 
nately a Proteſtant and Papiſt, a Revoluti- 
oner and jacobite; and yet there are few 
Preſumptions more pregnant with Truth, 
than that his Lordſhip's Principles have been 
always ſteddy and the ſame, however the. 
Nature of publick Affairs, and that of his 
own private Concerns, may have obliged 
him ſometimes to ſeem to vary in his Con- 
duct. This may be elucidated by ſeveral 
Paſſages of his Lordſhip's Life untouch'd 
by this Author; but I ſhall chuſe to prove it 
Fom his own Words. e 
* B 2 + "Ts 


| 
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To prepare his Reader for the Portrait he 
deſign'd to draw of my Lord's Civil Prin- 
ciples, he tells them, with a Sneer, that 
weak Men, that is, * The Superſtitious 
e Part of Mankind may look upon this 
* (that is, the Puniſhment inflicted on Sir 
« Simon Fraſer by Edward I.) as portent- 
e ous to the preſent Simon, who pretends, 
te but with what Reaſon the Readers are at 
Liberty to judge, that he has lately act- 
<« ed from the ſame glorious Motives, and 
* for the like worthy and virtuous Ends.” 
We ſhall conſider his Lordſhip's Religi- 
ous Tenets hereafter, but for the preſent 
ſhall animadvert upon his Civil only. 

It does not fall to every Man's Lot to 


_. 


take up a. ſound and rational Principle; 


for ſuch ought that to be to which an ho- 
neſt, virtuous Man would wiſh to adhere. 
Education interferes often in this Election, 
and Intereſt much oftener, to oppoſe which 
there needs a 17 udgment and more 
Probity than moſt Moderns are bleſs'd with. 
But the Choice once made, a Man of Ho- 
our would abide by it, till he is made ſen- 

ible of his Error. But let it be obſerved, 
that Juſtice, and Reaſon founded upon it, 
ſhould be the only Guides in thoſe Inſtances, 
Intereſt ſhould by no Means be permitted 
to take the Lead on theſe Occaſions, as it 
| . * cer- 
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WE 

certainly viciates the Heart and clouds the 
Underſtanding. 2 a 
If a Man take up a Principle, repugnant 


to his viſible, immediate Intereſt, it may 


reaſonably be preſumed chat it is founded 


upon that Baſis of Juſtice and Reaſon we 
have recommended, as that only on which all 


Principles ſhould be built. And ſhould ſuch 


a one be thought erroneous in the Opinion of 
others, at leaſt ought they to commiſerate 


him, as an Object rather of their Pity than 


Reſentment. Far be it from my Thoughts 
to vindicate, much leſs recommend, ſo un- 
ſound, unfaſhionable, unbeneficial a Principle 
as that of Jacobitiſm; but I can't help being 
of Opinion, at the ſame Time, that they 
who take it up fall under the Deſcription of 
thoſe who think to take Juſtice and Reaſon 
for their Guides ; without any doubt, Inte- 
reſt can have no Share in the Choice: Per- 
haps Education may, but ſtill theſe firmer 
Aids muſt come to its Support, or the Al- 
lurements of Honours, Titles and Prefer- 
ment would ſoon prevail. 3 

A Man ſhould be extremely cautious in 
his Election of Principle, eſpecially in a 
Country, ſuch as ours, where the two Fun- 
damentals are ſo diametrically oppoſite to 
each other. One is founded on the preſent 
Conſtitution, which, to be ſure, is founded 
on that virtuous Baſis I have been recom- 


mending ; 
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mending ; the other, on that Conſtitution 
which the deluded Jacobites ſuppoſe to have 
preceded the glorious Revolution. The 
latter, tho' erroneous, yet when it is ſteddily 
adhered to, carries with it ſuch an Appear- 
ance of Virtue, as ſhould incline one to 
compaſſionate the deluded Profeſſor. And 


it is in this Senſe only, that is, on account 


of his Steddineſs in Principle, and not for the 
Principle itſelf, that I pretend to juſtify my 


Lord Lovat. Iam as much an Enemy to 


Jacobites, and as averſe to their Civil Prin- 


ciples as the Lord Preſident Forbes, who 


ſeems with me, in his Letter to Lord Lovat, 
to pay a Regard to Steddineſs of Principle, 


how erroneous ſoever. The only Difference 


between that eminent Civilian and I, is, that 


He thinks Lord Lovat not ſteddy in Prin- 
ciple, and I do. Tis poſſible he may have 


more weighty Reaſons for his Opinions than 


he advances in his Letter; I ſhall produce 


mine as ſoon as: I have allowed the Lord 


- Preſident to ſpeak for himſelf, 


And I am ſorry to tell you, my Lord, 


that I could fooner undertake to plead the 


© Caſeof any of thoſe unhappy Gentlemen, 
* who are juſt now actually in Arms againſt 


his Majeſty, and I could ſay more in de- 


© fence of their Conduct, than I can in 
by defence of your Lordſhip'ss The Duke 


Page 103, and 4. 


AC: 5 
bof Perth and Lord Ogilvy never qua- 
= * lified, nor did they ever receive the ſmal- 
* < leſt Favour from the preſent Government; 
but on the Contrary, were both ſtripped of 
their Titles and Honours, and, from Men 
of the firſt Quality, reduced to the State 
of private Gentlemen, ſince the Revolu- 
tion, and may both be ſuppoſed to act 
from a Principle of Reſentment, and only 
* took up Arms to recover what they 
* *© thought themſelves unjuſtiy deprived of. 
The Word unjuſtly put here, plainly ſhews 

— what the Lord Preſident's Opinion was of the 
Principles of the Duke of Perth, and thoſe 
who then took up Arms.—* Theſe, he ſays, 
and ſuch like Apologies, may be offered 
* in defence of moſt of the leading Men in 
© the preſent Rebellion; but what ſhall I 
* ſay in favour of you, my Lord, Sc.. 

Wee are to conſider the Lord Preſident as 
one exhorting his Friend to deſiſt from an 
Action that would probably draw after it 
the Ruin of his Family ; and therefore it 
is not to be wondered that we find him 
paying no Regard to Principle, as fo Lord 
Lovat, though he evidently does as to the 
other Chiefs. His fole Buſineſs being to 
deter his Friend from the Execution of a 
Scheme he had formed, he was to attack 
him in the moſt ſenſible Part, at leaſt that 
Part which he thought moſt ſo, which 10 


* 
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his Intereſt. And indeed it muſt be al- 
lowed, that the Lord Preſident had planted 2 
his Battery like a Knower of Men and a M* 
Man of Skill; it being certain that the ge- 
nerality of Mankind are to be taken and 
held by their Intereſt. Whenever therefore 

. we ſee a Man ſwerving from this general 
Rule, we may conclude him ſteddy to a 
Principle founded on Reaſon and Juſtice, I 
mean that which ſeems to him to be Rea- 
fon and Juſtice. For it is not to be expect- 
ed that every Man is bleſs d with the Lights 
of true Reaſon and pure Notions of Juſtice. 
But be his Lights and Notions what they 
will, he may be deemed truly ſteddy, when 
he firmly adheres to Principles founded on 
ſuch as he is endowed with. . 
Had the Lord Prefident admitted of Lord 
Lovat's Principle, he muſt be obliged to 
combat it, .and convince him of his Error, 
which probably he thought was not ſo likely 
a Way of deterring him, as by ſetting his- 
Intereſt before him. Therefore after he 
had told his noble Friend, that Apologics 
might be offered in favour of the other 
Chiefs in Arms, he adds, But what ſhall I 


ſay in favour of you, my Lord? As much Þ 
as to fay © My Lord, the Duke of Perth, 
Lord Og:fvy, and other T.caders in the 

Rebellion, acting by Principle, founded, 

as they fondly think, on Reaſon and Juſ- 
* tice, 


| (17) 
+ tice, are to be pitied, and may be apolo- 
©-pized for; but yoa can pretend to no 
* ſuch Indulgence, whoſe Principle, if any 
vou have, is founded on Intereſt only. 
But with the Preſident's Leave, I think 
Lord Lovat, in his Anſwer, ſhews evident- 
ly that he was of the very fame Prin- 
ciple with thoſe for whom that learned Cz- 
-21ian could find an Excuſe“. And ſup- 
< poſe, ſays Lord Lovat, that this ventu- 
rous Prince ſhould be utterly defeat, 
and that the Government ſhould carry all 
in Triumph, no Man can think that any 
King upon the Throne would deftroy ſo 
many ancient Families for engaging in 
a2 Cauſe that was always their Principle, 
and what they thought their Duty to ſup- 
* port, Lord Lovat, in theſe laſt Words, 
ſets. forth very emphatically, not only the 
Principle of other Chiefs, but his own; 
and we may preſume that @ Cauſe which 
_ they thought it their Duty to ſupport, was 
a Principle founded on their Lights and 
Notions of Reaſon and Juſtice,” Therefore 
to view Lord Lovat as acting fteddily on a 
Principle, virtuous in his Comprehenſion, 
1 can't ſee why he may not, like other miſe 
taken Men, be intitled to the Lord Pre- 
ſident's Indulgence. , 
22 45 © 
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Before 1 * to ſhew that Lord Lo- 
vat's Principle was always the fame, how- 
ever Times and Seaſons might have obliged 
him to vary his Conduct, let us hear him ex- 
patiating on the Wiſdom and Lenity of 
King Milliam on à like Occafion with 
the preſent Rebellion. I do this the ra- 
ther that our ſecond Deliverer, who takes 
his Name from the firſt, may be conſider- 
ed as copying and treading in the Steps of 
that gracious King, who choſe rather to re- 
claim than chaſtiſe the miſtaken Scots. +. 
King William was as great a King as to 
bis Knowledge of Government and Poli- 
ticks, as ſate for many hundred Years upon 
© the Throne of England; and when his Ge- 
„ neral, who was one of the beſt in Europe, 
vas deſeated, and forced to run to ſave 
his Life, and all his Army routed at Killi- 
crancky by a handful of Highlanders, not 
full two Thouſand, King William was 
ſo far from deſiring to extirpate them, 
that he ſent the Earl of Breadalbine with 
© twenty' five thouſand Pounds Sterling, and 
ſought no other Conditions from them, 
than that they ſhould live peaceably at 
Home. So, my Lord, we cannot ima- 
gine, that tho the Highlanders ſhould be 
deſeuted at this Time, and moſt of them 
killed, and the Government full Maſters 
of 
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© of the Kingdom, that any Adminiſtra- 
© tion would be fo cruel, as to endeavour 
© to extirpate the whole Remains of the 
Highlanders. Beſides, it would be a dan- 
gerous Enterprize, which we nor our 
Children would ſee at an End. I pray 
God we may never ſee ſuch a Scene in 
our Country, as Subjects killing and de- 
* ſtroying their Fellow-Subjects ! [21 
Old Men are tenacious, and apt to think 
every thing right that happens to be ſimilar to 
what they thought fo in their younger Days. 
But it ſeems Lord Lovat had not ſeen Phar- 
ſalia when he wrote his Anſwer to the 
Lord Preſident, nor had he confider'd that 
_ Syſtems of Politics, like others, are liable 
to Changes and Variations. Even Modes 
of Diſcipline and Indulgence, vary like 
other Faſhions. And for any thing I know, 
there may be Modes ſabject to Variations, 
even in Government. But be that as it 
may, tis happy for the late rebellious High- 
landers, that the glorious, wile, - and indul- 
gent Deliverer King William's Maxims have 
been ſcrupulouſly obſerved of late, and par- 
ticularly by his royal Name-fake. 
- The Author of Lord Lovat's Life, en- 
deavours throughout his voluminous ' Ro—-— 
mance, to infinuate that of this Nobleman, 
which in the Opinion of all honeſt Men, 
would be his greateſt Imperfection. He re- 
wy C 2 preſents 


A 


c 


my 


(20% 

preſents him all along as a Man of no fixt 
Principle, than which. no Charge can be 
more atrocious. A civil Principle, or Prin- 
ciple in Politics, is comparatively ſpeaking, 
as neceſſary as Faith, which is another Name 
for religious Principle. The latter is of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity in regard to the next Life, 
and the firſt no leſs ſo in regard to the pre- 
ſent. What Pretenſions has an Unbeliever 
to future Rewards, or what Recommenda- 
tion has a wavering, unſteddy Man of no 
fixt Principle, to the Benevolence of Socie- 
ty? Principle may be deemed the principal 
Band of Society; as without civil Govern- 
ment, which is the Object of Principle, no 
Society can ſubſiſt. As Government may 
be various according to the diverſified Forms 
and Conſtitutions of different States and 
Kingdoms, ſo will Principle; but if it 
drates with the Government under which 
the Profeſſor lives, it may be ſaid to be fixt, 
and even virtuous ; if it be founded on thoſe 
Lights of Reaſon and Juſtice, of which 
Natter has been taken. | 

According to the Light of Lord Lava 


Reaſon, and his Notion of Juſtice, he long 
ſince formed his Principle; and however it 


may differ from that taken up by the Friends 
of our preſent happy Conſtitution, we who. 
difter from him, cannot help paying ſome 
regard to his Zeal, miſtaken as It * 


(213 
to us. But why this Legend- Writer ſhou'd 
take upon him to ſtrip this unfortunate 
Nobleman of that Virtue, I ſhould ſay 
ſeeming Virtue, becauſe fo it will appear to 
all who adhere to a different Principle; 
why, I fay, this Author ſhould attempt 
robbing him of his chiefeſt Excellency, is 
matter of Surprize, after what the Lord 


& Preſident ſays of him in his Letter. 


This learned Lawyer, than whom none 
had a hetter Opportunity of being acquaint- 
ed with Lord Lovat's Character and Genius, 
or Principle, tells him with great Candour 
and Freedom, that he now diſcovers to the 
World what he had hitherto endeavoured 
to keep a Secret. A Man without a fixt 
Principle forfeits all Title to true Honour 
or Honeſty ; but a wiſe Man will not think 
= himſelf obliged to reveal his Opinion at all 
* Your Lordſhip's Actions, ſays the 

* Prefident, now diſcover | evidently. your 
* Inclinations, and leave us no farther in 
* the Dark about what Side you are to 
5 chuſe in the preſent Inſurrection: You. 
have now ſo far pulled off the Maſk, that 
< wecan ſee the Mark you aim at; though 
on former Occaſions, you have had the 
* Skill and Addreſs to diſguiſe your Inten- 
tions in Matters of far leſs Importance. 
* And indeed methinks a little more of your 
Page 101, © Lotds 
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© ed the Advantages that would atiſe to 


© fidered your own Safety, and allowed 


ſeen, Here we ſee not only the Principle 


ſhip leſs than the Preſident did. When 
this learned Lawyer ſets before his Lord- 


622) 


© Lordſhips wonted Artifice would not 
© have been amiſs, whatever had been your 

< private Sentiments with reſpect to this 
© unnatural Rebellion, You ſhould, my 
© Lord, have duly confider'd and eſtimat- 


your Lordſhip from its Succeſs, and ba- 
© lanced them with the Riſques you run 
if it ſhould happen to miſcarry; and 


| #? 
© above all things you ought to have con- * 


Y 
that the chief Place above all things. 
Here we plainly ſee Lord Lovat's Cha- 
rater by one who could not be miſtaken ; 
he tells him, that he now evidently diſeovers 


himſelf, havirig ſo far pulled off the Maſe, 
as that the Mark he aimed at was viſibly 


he was of, but that it was fixt and ſettled, 
however variable it might have appeared 
heretofore to thoſe who ſtudied his Lord- 


ſhip two Motives, which, he ſays, ought. 
to have determined him to act another 1 
Part, vig. his Intereſt and his Safety, nge 
proves all that I contend for, which is to 
thew Lord Lovat to be a Man of ſtrict 
Honour and Probity,” in Contradiction to 
ſeveral who have not conſidered his Lord- 
IF with Seriouſneſs, and aps: a to 


* 
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the Author of theſe Memoirs, who thought 
to recommend his doughty Performance by 
falling in with the viciated Taſte of the 
common Run of Readers, which turns 
too much upon Ribaldry, Fiction, and 
Calumny. 

I cannot expreſs Lord Lovat 8 Character 
in more ſignificant Words than the Satiriſt 
makes uſe of in thoſe Lines I choſe for 
my Motto. He has been deemed a Man of 

= deep Deceit and Diſſimulation, only becauſe, 
like a wiſe Man, he ſquared his Condu&# to 
= he Age he led in, and the Generation be 
= had to deal with. His Lordſhip found him- 
== /elf ſurrounded on all Sides by Men of Craft, 
= De/gn, and Deceit, and jaw no way of 
Ms puſhing forward in fuch vitiated Company, 
or defending himſelf againſt their Wiles, but 
Xx hy attacking them with their own Weapons, 
and conducting himſelf by their Maxims, But 
is a Man the leſs virtuous for guarding 
IT againſt the inſidious Attacks of bis Neigh- 
bour, or for countermining him who watch- 
ed all Opportunities to oyer-reach him? 
= Such was exactly Lord Lovat's Caſe. - 
e was an early Witneſs of the Wicked- 
IF neſs of the Age, and was as early an In- 
ſtance of its Oppreſſion. He ſaw himſelf 
kept out of an Inheritance devolved upon 
him by the Death of Hugh, late Lord 
Lovat, who dying without Iſſue Male, 
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had limited the Honours and Eſtate of 
Lovat to his eldeſt Daughter, and the 
Heirs of her Body, cuting off thereby the 
right Male Heir of the Family, who was 
the preſent Simon, Lord Lovat. As one 
Wrong is generally ſupported by another, 

we find the Marquis of Atbhol, whoſe Siſter 
the late Lord had married, perpetually 
perſecuting the preſent Lord, becauſe he 
would not releaſe all his Right to the Title 
and Eftate of Lovat, to the Niece, 
in purſuance of the Limitations of her 
Father, Hugh, the late Lord. 

Thus was his Lordſhip, who had one 
of the powerfuleſt and moſt artful and in- 
tricate Men of Scotland to deal with, 
obliged to he conſtantly upon his Guard, 
to watch Attacks upon him, and to ſeize 
ſuch Opportunities as ſhould offer for ſe- 
curing to himſelf the Honours and Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Family. In this, who can 
blame him ? It is no Crime to deceive the 
Deceitful, where Juſtice warrants the Pro- 
cedure. But even in this Inſtance we find 
his Lordſhip, then Captain Fraſer, as ſteddy WR 
and reſolved in the Purſuit of what he 
thought right, as we have ſeen him ever 
ſince ſteddily acting on a Principle, which 
to him ſeemed founded on Reaſon and 
SIE Gul! ER But 
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e But, ſays our Author, in order to 
t ſecure the Poſſeſſion cf the Honours 
and Eſtate to her, the Marquis propoſed 
to Captain Fraſer that he ſhould. convey 
and make over his Right to the fame to 
her, and in Conſideration thereof en- 
gaged. to promote him in, the Army; 
but the Captain, with, a noble Indignation 
rejected the Propoſal, and utterly refuſed to 
nabe ſuch a Renunciation, proteſting that 
no earthly Conſideration ſhould ever induce 
bim to fell his Birthright, by which he 
was intitled to the Eſtate of Lovat, and 
to be Chief of the Fraſers.— This Refuſal 
greatly incenſed the Family of Athol, and 
determined them to leave no Stone un- 
nee,, ind ts 
Here began all the enſuing Troubles of 
his Lordſhip's chequer'd Life. He nobly 
ſcorn'd to wave his Pretenſions to the 
Inheritance 'of his Family, and thereby 
created himſelf the Enmity of powerful, 
bad Men, who purſued him ever after to 
Deſtruction. Was not a Man thus perſe- 
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cuted, thus wrong'd, and thus inceſſantly. 
hhunted to his Ruin, by ſo powerful a 
Family, under a Neceſſity of countermin- 
ing his Enemies in order to eſcape their 
Malice? This early Enmity of the Athol 

Family to Lord Lovat, if rightly conſider d, 
- D mulſft 


Page 14, and 15. 


mult abſolve his Lordſhip of all that De- 
ceit, Diſſimulation, Colluſion and Varia- 
tion of Conduct imputed to him, not onl 

in regard of his Deſigns firſt on the Heir- 
eſs of Lovat, and afterwards on her Mo- 


ther, but to the double Part he is ſaid to 


have acted after he had openly embraced 
the Intereſt of the Court of St. Germains. 

As for his Views on the Heireſs of 
Lovat, they were laudable and dictated by 
Wiſdom and Prudence; nor were his ſub- 
ſequent Views on the Dowager of Lovat, 
either criminal or unjuſt, if unattended 


with that Violence with which this Author 


is pleaſed to charged his Lordſhip. There 
is not an Action of Lord Lovat's Life that 
ſeems to bear harder upon his Character, 
than the Force ſaid to be committed by 
him on the Dowager Lady Lovat. The 
Fatt is generally believed for want of being 
thoroughly ſcrutinized and examined. His 
Lordſhip was accuſed of a Rape on that 
Lady, and he was found guilty, where- 
fore he muſt have been guilty. This is 
the 'general Reaſoning, and this the general 
Concluſion ; whereas if the Point had been 
maturely and candidly weighed, it would 
probably have appeared in a quite different 
Light. | he ts g's 
The Dowager Lady Lovat may have 
had no Objection to the Propoſal of Mar- 
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riage made to her by Captain Fraſer, 
whom ſhe knew to be the rightful Heir 
to the Honours and Eftate of Lovat; and 
there are yet Men living, who can atteſt 
that ſhe had not, tho' they thought it in 
thoſe 5 of Injuſtice, as unſafe to ap- 
pear in Favour of Truth, as my Lord 
bimſelf judged it dangerous to ſtand his 
Trial, where he had ſuch powerful reſent- 
ful Opponents. The Truth then is, that 
the Lady agreed to be compelled to what 
ſhe was inclined to, for fear of drawin 
upon herſelf the Reſentment of a wrathful 
revengeful, inexorable Brother, who, the © 
was . perſuaded, would never forgive her 
allying voluntarily with one he had declar- 
ed his Enemy. The Compulſion was a 
Farce to blind the Marquis of Atho/; but 
the Lady, finding afterwards that even her 
Life was hourly in Danger, from an exaſ- 
perated, haughty, imperious Brother, if 
ſhe did not come into his Meaſures, ſhe was 
forced to comply, ſeemingly, to agree to 
the, Puniſhment of a Husband ſhe loved. 
This very Writer, whoſe Drift it ſeems 
to haye been to jo this Nobleman, is 
forced to confeſs. partly what I here ſug- 
geſt upon no doubtful Grounds. * + But 
the Captain being ſenſible that he could 
not remain there long concealed, and 
We D 2 * know- 
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knowing what Search was making to ap- 
2 prehend them [by the Atbol Family] 
_ *, judged it neceſſary to ſeparate himſelf 

for ſome time from his Lady. The Lady 
« who had then conceived a great Affection 
for him, as he pretends, was much afflict- 
ed at the Thou ghts of a Separation, ap- 
« prehending, hat if ſhe came once into 
c the Power of the Marquis, ſhe would 
© be compelled to diſclaim the Marriage, 
© and ſwear a Rape againſt him, 
What ſtronger Proof can be had, at ſo 
great a Length of Time, of Lord Lovat' 8 
Innocence, than what this very aſperſing 
Author himſelf has here deduced ? - The 
Lady was loath to quit her Huſband, who 
in the unhappySituation he was then in, had 
it not in his Power to protect her; and why 
was ſhe thus in Pain 8 parting from him, 
but becauſe ſhe loved him, and foreſaw 
from her Knowledge of her Brother's Tem- 
per, that ſhe muſt be obliged, in her own 
Defence, to join in the Proſecution ? The 
great Powerful Heads of Clans in Scotland, 
in thoſe Days, were as abſolute in. their 
own Families as the grand Sultan in his 
Seraglio ; therefore are we not to wonder 
that Lady Lovat was intimidated to act 
againſt the e of her Heart and Con- 


ſcience. n 
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After ſo natural and equitable a State 
of this Tranſaction, which one would 


think might appear to all Men of Can- 
dor, I have been ſurprized that his Lord- 


ſhip's Character herein had not been pub- 
lickly cleared up and vindicated long be- 


fore now. But this ſhews, the Depravity 


of the Age we live in. Men are ſo ha- 
bituated to Scandal and Obloquy, that they 


won't be at the Pains of being ſet right 


by ever | ſo curfory an Examen of any 
diſputable Point. The Origin of this un- 
charitable Indolence lies. with modern 
Writers, who ſo abundantly delight to deal 
in Scandal and Falſehood. Need we go 
farther to prove this than the Work before 
us, or the Quotation from it juſt produced ? 
Here it is confeſs d that Lady Lovat loved 
her Huſband tenderly, and was loath to 
leave him, apprehending the Conſequence; 
but for fear this Avowal, which Truth 


forced from the Author, ſhould pro- 


duce more favourable Thoughts of Lord 
Lovat, he adds, as he pretends, alluding 
that all that may have been ſuggeſted of 
Lady Lovat's Affection, was pretended by 
my Lord to cover himſelf from the Infa- 
my of a Rape. Why ſhould Truth be 
leſs the Truth becauſe it comes from, 
Lord Lovat? There are others {till liv- 
ing who can atteſt this Truth as _— 
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his Lordſhip; and if there was none, the 
Fact ſpeaks for itſelf the Preſumption i is 
too ſtrong and reaſonable to be deſtroyed | 
by a Pen dipt in Gall, | 

The next thing that ſeems to reflect 

on Lord Lount's Character, is the Double- | 
dealing imputed to him after he had liſted | 
himſelf in the Service of the Court of St. 
G-rmain's. A breach of Truſt is moſt aſſur- 
= edly diſhonourable ; but this Nobleman 
= is not the firſt that has been obliged to a 
| ſeeming Commiſſion of this Species, of 
Guilt without being really. Criminal, 
ſwerving from the ſtricteſt Laws of Ho- 
nour. And this ſeems to have been Lord 
Lovat's Caſe, even taking it on the Face 
of this Author's own nan. 

The Writer, though he differs. in" bis 
Narrative of Lord 'Lovat's Reception in 
France, and the Plot, from Mr. Lockhart. 
of Carnwath, who treats the ſame Subject, 
yet ſeems to conclude with that great 
Man, that Captain Fraſer had not kept 
up to the Confidence repoſed , in him. 
* + Upon the whole, ſays he, notwith- 
ſtanding the Obſcurity and Variety of 
Opinions as to the Plot, it appears very 
plain that Captain Fraſer was Originally 

a0 . 6 in it by the Court of Verſailles 

St. Germain” 93 and that he diſco- 

n vered 
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* yered the ſame to the Dake of Queer 
© bury, and n to make a farther 
Diſcovery, for which Purpoſe a Paſs from 
Ix Earl of Nottingham was procured 
im. 
I can ſee no Reaſon why this Writer 
ſhould thus peremptorily define concern- 
ing this Nobleman's Conduct on this Oc- 
cation, Sure I am, it does not appear 


from the whole Tenor of his Life, that 


he was actuated by any other Principle, 
than that by which he ſeems to have 
ſhaped. his late Conduct. And though 
we, the Friends of the Government, have 
taken up a Principle of a different Com- 
lection, which may be this Writer's Caſe, 
f ſee no Right we have to calumniate the 
Profeſſor of an oppoſite Opinion, or to ad- 


vance a Suppoſition of him reflecting on his 


Honour, if not ſupported by Truth. I 
am not an Advocate for Lord Lovat's 
Principle; but if, as I have often ſaid 


before in the Courſe of this Tract, he 


took it up as being the Reſult of his 


Reaſon, and his Notions of Juſtice, his 


adhering to it can be no Reflection upon 
his Honour. On the contrary, his ſwerv- 
ing from it, from Motives of Intereſt 
only, would be ſuch a Wound to his 


Character, as I ſhould not attempt to heal. 
Let other Pens be drawn to ſkin over 


ſuch 
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ſach Sores, mine ſhall never be employ- 


ed to palliate Actions that ſavour ſtrong- 


ly of Avarice and Self-Conveniency. _ 
But why ſhall we not believe my Lord 
Lovat as ſoon as this anonymous Writer, 
whom no Body knows, and whoſe Ten- 
dency to Obloquy and Romance is obvi- 
ous to all the Earth? His Lordſhip gives a 
very reaſonable and natural Account of 
this Tranſaction; nor does his being ſuf- 
pected abroad prove his Miſcondu& at 
Home. It has been the Fate of many 
an honeſt innocent Man to be accuſed 
wrongfully, and to ſuffer ſeverely for ill- 
founded Suſpicions. „ 
The Houſe of Atbol, Lord Levat's im- 
placable Enemies, though then publicly 
ſuſpected to be in the Intereſt of the 
Court of St. Germain's, oppoſed all his 
Meaſures in the Highlands, ſo far as to 
render it impoſſible for him to execute his 
Commiſſion according to the firſt Plan. 
'This indnced his Lordſhip, always fruit- 
ful in Expedients, to vary his Scheme, 
and endeavour creating new Friends, or 
rather bringing back old ones to the Inte= 
reſt of his Employer. To this End, when 
he found that the Murrays had poiſoned. 


and prejudiced all the profeſſed Jacobites 
againſt him, he addreſſes himſelf to thoſe 


who tho' ccvered, he knew te mean 


and 
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and wiſh better to the Cauſe of the exiled 

* than moſt of the Bumper- drin K 
ing Pretenders to that Intereſt. 

The chief of theſe in Scotland was the 

Duke of 1 — 9, and in England the 

Earl of N— u. They were both Men 

of Depth and Sagacity ; and ſuch was their 
Prudence, that they paſſed upon the 

Publick for being, in Principle, what Lord 


TDouat knew them not to be. This diſ- 


cerning Emiſſary ſaw what thoſe Mini- 
ſters had hid from even their Royal Em- 
. - and when they rceived their real 
Principle diſcovered, they cheriſhed the 
Propoſal made to them. and took the 
Propoſer under their Protection. In ſhort, 
the concealed Jacobites undertook what 
the profeſſed” ones refuſed to do; but 
their Refuſal was ſolely owing to the 
Houſe of Athol, who being the implaca- 
ble Enemies of Captain Fraſer, would 
neither hear of him themſelves, nor allow 
any other of the Party to treat or ente 

with him. | 
*Tis not for me to ſay what the 8 
ſal was which Captain Fraſer made to the 
Duke of Queenſbury, but it may be ſup- 
poſed that it tended to a Reſtoration of the 
exiled Family: And though my Lord 
Lovat never would directly open this 
Scene between him and his Grace, and 
my Lord Nottingham yet 1s not theWorld 
E at 


: 
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at a Loſs for a thorough. Knowledge, of 
the whole Tranſaction. His Lordſhip, in- 
deed, ſays enough to confirm what we have 
by other means, and that upon this Au- 
thor's Teſtimony. 


The Duke of Queenſbury and he (Cap- a 


© tain Frajer) entered into an Agreement, 
that in caſe the intended Revolution 


Ra * 


A 


Duke and his Family; but if on the 
Contrary, the Schemes of the Jacobites 


* My A 


A 


romote his Interelt.” 


What was this reciprocal Ana 


but that if Captain Fraſer, who was to 


return to St. Germains, ſhould not ſucceed 


in bringing that Court into the new Scheme 
concertee between him and the exiled Fa- 
mily's beſt but ſecret Friends, in ſuch 
Caſe he ſhould endeavour to reconcile his 
Grace to the Miniſters at St. Germains, ſo 


that he might find Friends among them, 
ſhould the Projects of the noted Jacobites 


take Effect. The true State of the Caſe 
was this: The concealed Jacobites had no 
Opinion of either the Steddineſs or Secrecy 


of their more noted Brethren, and there- 
fore would have nothing, or but very little 


the to 
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ſhould take Effect, then the Captain was 
to uſe his good Offices in favour of the 


ſhould be fruſtrated, then his Grace 
engaged to befriend the Captain, and 


\ 


| (35) 
to 40 to Wich them. And on the other Hand, 


| 5 the flag rant Jacobites ſuſpected every Ad- 


mn 


1 


* 


vance That might be made either to them- 
_ ſelves directly, or to the Court of Saint 
Germains by their concealed Brethren, to 
be ſo many Snares laid for them in order 


to ruin them. For Inſtance, the great 


Families of the Hamiltons, Murrays, Gor- 


dons, Fc. ſuſpected the Campbells, Doug- 
laſs's, Kerrs, &c, of having Deſigus to in. 
volve them in Plots; and theſe again had 


no great Confidence in the Conduct or Se- 


crecy of the former. 


J make uſe of theſe Names bly to il- 


_loftrate the Subject I am upon ; for how- 
ever things may have been in thoſe early 


Days, we muſt ſuppoſe they are quite 
otherwiſe at preſent.— But to return to 
Captain Fraſer. After he had ſettled a 


Plan with the Duke of Qeenſbury, and 
the Earl of Nottingham, which, if adhered 


to and executed, would have anſwered 
the Purpoſes of the exiled Family better 


and more aſſuredly than any projected by 


their more open Friends in Scotland or 
England, the Captain returned to France. 
But being ſtill purſued by the Malice and 


Enmity of the Marquis of Atbol, who 


again 


had prejudiced all the flagrant: Jacobites 
him, 'tis no Wonder that he was 
ſuſpected by the Court of St. Germains at 
his Return, and that he was puniſhed for 
1 © a Con- 


- 
— . —— — Se Cs] 
= 
1 s A 2 % 
* 2 
4 5 a 
4 "= 
7 - yu 
: — 
Rog 


, 


636) *; 


a Conduct which merited Gratitude and 


Recompence. | 


eſs. of Louat, his Uſage to Lord Mungo 
Murray, whom he threatened to put to 


Death in his Journey, in Company with 
Lord Salton, as related by this Author, 
 page'19 and 20. and his Marriage with the 


| Dowager Lady Lavat ; theſe Facts, 1 ay, 


were ſuch Indignities as the Atho! Family 
never did forgive. They had Captain 
Fraſer ſo narrowly watched, that all his 
Interviews, how ſecret ſoever with the 
Duke of Queenſbury, were known to the 


Marquis of Athol, who was ſo intent upon 


the Deſtruction of Captain Fraſer, and 
ſo jealous of the Duke of Queenſbury, that 
he gave the Alarm at St. Germains by an 


Expreſs, which - preceded the Capta 
Arrival at that Court. 1 7 
Thus are we to account for the Suſpi- 


cions entertained of Captain Fraſer at the 


Court of St. Germains, and for the hard 


Uſage he met with in Conſequence of 
theſe ill- grounded Suſpicions. So prejudic- 
ed were the Pretender's Miniſters by the 


Athol Family, and all thoſe of their Stamp, 


whom they ſpirited | againſt Captain | 


Fraſer, that he was refuſed for a while to be 


heard in his own Juſtification. - But has, 


not ſuch been the Fate of many others, 


who 
9 


Wes 


Captain Fraſer's Attempt upon the Heir- 
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| who have fallen, a Sacrifice to' the private 
| Reſentment of Jealouſy, Envy, Ambition, 
or. ſecret Views of the Heads of Parties ? 
The Atbol Family in thoſe Days very pro- 
bably would rather the exiled Family 
ſhould never be reſtored, however inclin= 
ed to the Reſtoration, than that it ſhould be 
brought about by their inveterate Enemies, 
ſuch as they looked upon the Duke of 
Queenſbury and his Party to be. 

There are no Limits to the Reſentment of 
ſome Men, -any. more than to their ſecret 
Envy and, Ambition. T hey will have 
Things their own Way, or they won't have 
them at all. Nay, they ſhall ſecretly, if 
not openly thwart all Schemes and a+ N 
that come not originally from themſelves. 
though calculated to anſwer their own 
profeſſed Views. Much of this Species of 
Policy had been practiſed from the Re- 
volution to the Acceſſion of the preſent 
Royal Family; and I believe it is now no 
Secret, that the Enmity eonceived againſt 
Lord Mar by his own Party in 1715, prov- 
ed of more Advantage to the Government 
than all its own Efforts. Nor do I doubt 
but it will be, known þereafter, that Jea- 
louſy and Suſpicion; among the Chiefs in 
the late Rebellion, have contributed to its 
Suppreſſion more than h of Power, 
or even Corruption. | os 
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We may e National as well as 
F amily Competitions on theſe Occaſions; 


- and it is happy for us, the ſteddy Friends 
of the Government, that theſe fort of Ob- 
ſtructions have been, and very likely ever 


will be, in the Way of thoſe who may 


. viſh a Change. "The Jacobites in each 


Kingdom have differed and jangled among 


one another; and the Bulk of neither 


would not agree that the black Work 
ſhould be done by the other. Theſe Party 


and National Iealouſies have been and always 


will be our Safety; ; therefore ſhould all * 


true Friends of our augpſt Royal Family. 
exult whenever any open Efforts are 1 


in favour of the abjured Houſe, not only 


becauſe every ſuch Effort muſt neceſſarily 


prove bolt from the Reaſons alledged, 


but becauſe the Suppreſſion of every ſuch 


Effort muſt ſtrengthen the Hands of the 


Prince, and add to the Power of the 


Crown. 


The beſt coloyrell Objection to * Vin- 
dication of Lord Lovat, as to Princi ple, i is 
his Conduct in 1715, When he afted . 
Part that ſeems to claſh with that Steddi- 
neſs which is thought virtuous when once 
a Man adopts a Principle by the Lights of 


his Reaſon and his Notions of Juſtice. Let 
me repeat it again, for in the uiciated 


Age we ** in a Man can't. too often or 


0 WO 


too clearly manifeſt his Loyalty and In- 
tegrity. I am no Advocate for Jacqbitiſn, 
which now has ſcarce any Exiſtence among 
us; I am no Friend to the Principle, 

which ſeems to me to have been adopted 


by Lord Lovat as early as he was eapable 


of chuling ; all I contend for is, that he 
has all along been ſteddy and conſiſtent ; _ 


that however miſtaken the Principle he ad- 


hered to was, yet as he had made his Elec- 


tion of it with no view to Self-intereſt, he 


is a Man of Virtue and Honour for keep- 
ing up to it, ſince he could not be con- 
vinced of his Error.—Let us ſee how his 
Lordſhip's Conduct in 1715 can be recon- 
ciled to this virtuous Steddineſs, ſo much 
the Characteriſtic of a Man of Honour. 

As foon as Captain Fraſer ſaw the Com- 


motions of the Year 1715 take Root, he 


quitted his Retirement in France with. a_ 


View of ſerving the Cauſe he had had all 


along at his Heart, But being no ſooner 


arrived at London than he heard of Lewis 
XIVth's Death, he altered his firſt Plan, 
which was to apply himſelf to the moſt 


noted Engliſb Jacobites for Means to put 


himſelf at the Head of his Clan, in order 
to join the Earl of Seaforth then up in Arms 
for the Pretender, and, made his Court to 
the Friends of the Government. But let 
us examine how this Variation can be con- 

| ſtrued 
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irued to have deſtroyed that * 0D for 
Steddineſs of Principle . is on: recom- 
mendable. Is. 
Whatever Hopes N may pi been, 
that Lewis XIV. would ſupport the Pre. 
* tender's Intereſt, there could be none of the 
| „Duke of Orleans, Regent of France, as it 
could not be ſuppoſed he would heip cut- 
= ting the Bough from under his own Feet. 
His Title to the Crown, in virtue of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, could be ſu 
_ Sh ' Ported only by the new Royal Family 
3 pPlwKhced on the Throne of England ; where- 
fore it cannot be imagined, that the Regent 
would aſſiſt againſt his natural F rien ds and 
n 
The Scene then thus changing between 
the Time of Captain Fraſer's leaving Paris, 
and his Arrival at London, it may be ſup- 
- poſed that one of his Penetration would 
not embark openly in a Cauſe which he ſaw 
could not ſucceed. He ſaw the reſiſling 
Scots diſunited among themſelves, and jea- 
lous of their Chief the Earl of Mar, and 
{ he ſaw that no Succour was to be ex pected 
A 98822 France, and knew that . Fo- 
reign Aid they could never fucceed, even 
tho they had been more united than they 
© were, Ile ſaw again, that the Engliſb did 
not arm as they had promiſed; that there 
12 Was  littls Reliance on a Nation ſo fickle and 
"tb un- 


3 Cary 

unſteddy, and that had they been le fo, 

they 9 never cordially co-operate in a 

Work begun and chiefly carried on by a 

Nation Xx 05 are R of from Nature. 
a 


In ſhort, ptain Fraſer knew the natu- 
ral Prejudice of the 20 gliſb Nation to all 
others, and could never per ſuade himſelf 


that they would heartily join in taking a 


King from the Scots, however the .Diſ- 
affected among them might wiſh for an 
Exchange, at leaſt, not unleſs they ſaw a 
ſure Game, Which could never be without 
the Aid of France, which was not to be 
expected during the Regency. _, 
_ Theſe, we may ſuppoſe, were partly the 
' Motives that had determined Ca tain Fra- 
er to act the Part he did in the Yar” 1715, 
And it is probable he had a View to the 
Scene he is thought to have been bufied in 
of late, when he fided with the Govern- 
ment in thoſe early Days. He might think, 
that though there were then no Hopes of 
Succeſs, becauſe of the Death of Lewis 
XIV. yet that a more favourable Time 
might come, and therefbre it became him 
to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt ſuch an Op- 
portunity. den Lord Lovat had tiot 
any View to his own immediate Intereſt, 
which. without doubt he might have with- 
out being in the leaſt criminal, it was na- 
tural for one of his Diſcernment and Sa- 
0 F gacity 
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gacity, to ſee that a, Time would haps 
pen 5 ds 


_ wherein, ſtrengthening his Ha 


cut out by Nature for the arduous Work he 


undertook. His Lordſhip might no longer 


dread. the Effects of Feud or Diſunion a- 
mong the Scots Chiefs, having a Leader of 


— — 


o diſtinguiſhed a Character to reduce them 


#1} 


to Duty and Concord. He might have | 
_ reckoned likewiſe, perhaps, on the Mur- 
. murs. and Complaints of the Engliſb, as 


pub- 
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publiſhed by the daily and weekly Hack- 
nies of the Preſs, moſt of whom write for 
Bread, and are as little to be relied on for 
a Deſcription of the public Diſcontent, as 
the wavering pretended Patriots that create 
it on Purpoſe to riſe u 5 the Shoulders 
of the Diſconten ed to Poſts and Employ- 
ments. 
Here then 1 may be beret a certain Uni- 
formity in Lord Lovat's Character. His 
Views were always the fame, how diffe- 
rently ſoever he may have ſeem'd to pro- 
ſecute them. In 1702, when he found it 
impracticable to promote his favourite Cauſe 
on the Plan he firſt laid down to himſelf, 
he varied it, like a ſkilful ” Artiſt, by ad- | 
dreſſing himſelf, and gaining, as has been 
faid, the Duke of Queenberry, and others 
of the concealed cudent Men of thoſe 
Times. In 1715 he varies a ſecond Time 
his Plan, when he faw that tlie Death of 
Lewis XIV. had taken away all Hopes o of 
Succeſs from thoſe who had taken up Arms = | 
| againſt the Government. And now that | | 
every thing ſeemed to concur to the Com- ; | 
| 8 of his Defires, we find him ſteddi- m1} 5 
| ly promoting, but with his wonted Caution W196 
- ſtill, the Cauſe he had made Choice of as 
early as he was capable of chooſing. by 
Having thus, I hope, eſtabliſhed” Doe = | 
Livat's Character for Steadineſs 25 Prin- | 
F 2 "x64 ge, | 
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ciple, let me not be underſtood to intend 
the rendering that Nobleman more ob- 


noxious to the Government than he may be 


already. Far be it from me to lean upon 
the * ſuch as 1 deem his Lord- 


ſhip, for having fallen under the Diſplea- 
ſure of the Court, how innocent ſoever he 


may be in the main. The Lord Preſident 


Forbes indeed tells his Lordſhip *, That 


« His Conve: ſation ever ſince the der x 


« Arrival, falls under the Conſtruction of 


&« Treaſon.” _ Bat notwithſtanding. what 
that. learned Civilian aſſerts in this Place, I 
will ſuppoſe he ſpoke not. ſo much his Opi- 


nion, as to intimidate and deter Lord Lovat 
from openly purſuing the Dictates of a 
Heart which the Preſident believed to be 


ſteddy in that Principle which had been ta- 
ken up long before. The Law of England 
requires ſomething more ſubſtantial than 


Words ſpoken, perhaps inadvertently, in 
Converſation, in order to convict a Subject 
of Treaſon; andd if nothing elſe appears a- 
gainſt Lord Lovat, tis probable his noble 
Judges may not think him as culpable as 
this Author and ſome others take him to 
be at preſent, _ This I am ſure of, their 
Lordſhips will never condemn him for Sted- 


dineſs of Principle only; and the leſs, if 


they ſuppoſe 1 it unde on the Pure Lights 
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of 10 Reaſon, and his Notions, of Juſtice- 
They, no doubt, would wiſh'as.I do, and 


all - the Friends of. the Government, that 
Lord Lovat, and all his miſtaken Conntry- 7 


men, had taken up a Principle more con- 


fiſtent with their own and their Country's: 


Intereſt. But they are too equitable and 


generous to make any Man, much leis one 
of their own auguſt Body, feel the Weight 
of their Power only becauſe he may differ 


in Principle from themſelves, if he com- 
mits no Gvert- act of Treaſon within the Let- 
ter and evident Meaning of the Law. 
But leaving this unfortunate Nobleman 
to clear up the Innocency of his Actions 
with regard to the late unhappy Struggles 
and Confuſions of his Country, we will 
purſue this Author of his Life, whoſe Ta- 
lent for Romance is fo diſtinguiſhable 
throughout his whole Performance, but in 
no Part of it has he unguarded himſelf ſo 
much, as where he cloaths Lord Lover 
with the Habit of a Jeſuit . By the In- 


© terpoſition and friendly Aſſiſtance of = 


©* Pope's Nuncio and ſome other Clerg' 
** men, he procured his Releaſement M0 


e the Baftile | in the Year 1708, and in a 

& ſhort Time thereafter was admitted into 

the holy Order and Profeſſion of ik 25 
4 


8 . in cht Capacity he reſſded and 


0 Page 51. 


(49 
% Living at St. Omers for many Years, 
'© where he diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his 
Learning and Piety, and diſcharged his 
* holy Office with univerſal Applauſe, and 
*''to the Admiration of his ignorant and 
s deluded Flock. During this Period of 
Time the Captain was entirely dead to 
the active World, and buried from his 
t Friends and Relations: But this did not 
Hinder the Zeal of ſome of his Friends in 
Scotland from endeavouring to inform 
ce themſelves of his Fate, Sc. Therefore Ma- 
e jor Fraſer of Cuſtle- Leathers, an old 
© Friend and Follower of the Captain's, 
Has in the Year 1714 ſent by them into 
* Prance upon that Buſineſs. Well, after 
a painful Search, the Major found our 
| Fefuit- at St. Omers in the Exerciſe of his 
Function. But as great a Devot as he 
was, the Major it ſeems was able to per- 
fade him to quit the Frock, to take up 

Armour and the broad Sword, 
* „ Theſe Remonſtrances dende greatly 
eto rouſe him from his Lethargy; but 
hat chiefly determined him to follow 
his Friend's Advice, was a Proſpect of 
the Troubles that then threatened theſe 
Kingdoms by the Death of her ſacred 
Majeſty Queen Anne, of which he pro- 
$i fy to take Advantage. Another 5 
* too 
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too, that greatly contributed to incline 
our Jeſuit to abandon his ſacerdotal Of- 
[306 9 Was an Apprehenſion that ſome of 
< his laſcivious Pranks at St. Omers wo - 
e ſoon come to Light, in regard that in h 
amorous Intercourſes he had not uſed that 
** Caution and Secrecy that was neceſſary 
* to prevent a Diſcovery, which might be 
attended with fatal Conſequences to one 
of his Character. The Captain, in Pur- 
'« ſuance'of that Reſolution, pretending a 
*© Neceſſity of going ſome Way into the 
Country upon important Buſineſs, ſet out 
e with his Friend for England, where he 
< arriyed about the breaking out of the 
Kebellion in the Year 1715. | 
Here follows the Paragraph which un- 
folds the Author's Meaning for embroider- 
ing his Work with this fulſome Tale of his 
Lordſhip's turning Feſuit *. © But before 
ve relite the Captain's Proceedings, at 
<« that Time, I ſhall beg Leave to enter- 


a 


a 


s relation to him whilſt at St. Omers,' of 
which was informed by a Gentleman 
«of Credit, who travelled in that 2 
« ſeveral Years after our Captain a 
CE and quitted his religious Pro 2. | 
I have been at the Pains of ſo . 
Quotation from the Novel, of which — 
Fi. at 
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„ tain the Reader with ſome Particulars in 


tt 1 Me. Sato i 


9 


0 48 i 
ns) 18 1800 40 as the Hero, that the 
Reader may at one View be no longer in 
Saſpenſe concerning the Weakneſs. of the 
Author's Head, and the Rottenneſs of his 
Heart. His Ignorance appears in every 
Page of his Romance, but particularly in 
every Line of this Quotation from him; 
and his Malice is no leſs conſpicuous. He 
was never in Popiſh Countries, or if he was, 
was too obſcure to have an Opportunity of 
acquiring any competent Knowledge of the 
Order and Diſcipline of the Romi/h Church ; 
and fo was contented to be obliged for this 
Part of his Legend to ſome Acquaintance, 
| who took this Method to expoſe; him, as 
the juſt Reward of his inhuman. Treatment 
of an injured Nobleman. 
In 1908, be ſays, Lord Lovat was. fe- 
"fealed from the Baſtile, took on the Habit 
of a Feſuit, was immediately inducted to 
a Living at St. Omers, where he reſided to 
the great Edification of his deluded Flock, 
till 17 14, when he eloped from them to 
come to England. And to what End was 
this Groupe of Falſities and Iaconſiſtencies 
blended thus together? Why, for the Sake 
of diverting the Proteſtant Reader with the 
Hypocriſy and Lewdneſs of a Jeſuit in- 
ttuſted with the Cure of Souls. | 
We ſhall preſently draw a faithful Por. 
trait of this disfigured Nobleman during his 
ee 
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Stay! in France; but firſt let us examine 
this Scribe's Narrative of his Conduct there. 
In the frſt Place, no Jeſuits nor other Re- 
gulars are admitted to Livings, or the Ex- 
erciſe of Parochial Functions in Popiſh 
Countries; next, no Jeſuit, by the Rules 
of the Society, is admitted to the Uſe of the 
_ Confeſſional, that is, is permitted to hear 
Confeſſions, before he be. fiſteen Years at 
leaſt a profels'd Member of the Society, 
and in Prieſts Orders, Theſe are Facts, 
and uncontrovertibly ſuch. What hen 
muſt become of that diſingenuous Fabrick 
raiſed by our Author on the. falſe. Baſis of 
Lord Lovat's becoming a Jeſuit ? 
The credulous Scribe heard there was 
ſuch a Town in French Flanders as St. 
Omers, and that there was a College of 
Engl: 2 Jeſuit; there. This Intelligence, he 
thought, wes Foundation enough for him 

to build upon. Thus, without examinin 
the Soundneſs or Unſoundneſs of it, he pre- 
ſently ſets about erecting ſuch a Pile upon 
it, as he was ſure would tickle the Fancy 
of the common Run of his Readers, and 
augment their Spleen to the Church of 
Rome. This, and the Sale of his Book, 
was all that he aim'd at. If he could but 
fill his Pockets, and increaſe the Prejudice 
of his Readers to Popery, he was inatten- 
tive to every other Conſideration. He 


G dropt 


tel. 


dropt Truth, which ſhould be the Guide 


of all Writers, but of Hiſtorians particu- 
larly ; and he ſteel'd his Heart againſt the 
ſoothing Dictates of Charity, which forbids 
Calumny and Detraction. ES 


What ſerious Man, that reflects on the 


Duties of a Chriſti#n in regard to his Neigh- 
bour, or of a rational Being in regard to 
Society, can read without Indignation the 
ſcurrilous Impoſitions of this Writer, from 
Page 53 to 57 of his indecent Work ? 
Language adapted to the Stews only, ill be- 


comes an Hiſtorian ; and Phraſes ſuitable to - 


the Character of a Drury-lane Hero, ſuit 
very ill with that of a Britiſb Peer. But 
Lord Lovat was fallen under the Diſplea- 
fure of the Government ; the Cry was up 
againſt him, and the P——k was to be 
feaſted, not only at his Expence, but that 
of. Truth, Charity, and even of Modeſty 
and Decency. But leaving this flovenly, 
abuſive Writer to the Correction of his Bet- 
ters, whoſe high Privileges he has invaded, 
I ſhall here give a ſuccinct, but true Ac- 
count of Lord Levar's Life while he ſtaid 
in France, from 1702 till 1715. 
After an unſucceſsful Attempt, as has 
been obſerved, of anſwering theViews of the 


Court of St. Germarns in Scotland in 1702, 


my Lord Lovat returned to France, where 
he found the Houſe of 7/ho/ had given an 


ny 


\ 
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ill Impreſſion of him, tho' they themſelves =. 
had been the ſole Authors of his Miſcar- 
riage. But his Lordſhip's Innocence ap- 
pearing ſoon after, he was not only releas'd * 
from the Baſtile, where he remained but a 
few Months, but his Services rewarded with 
ſo honourable Penſions from the Court of 
St, Germains, Verſailles and Madrid, that | 
he was enabled to live not only with Eaſe 
| and Comfort, but in ſome Degree of the 
Splendor becoming his Ran. 1 
The Place be choſe for his Reſidence 
was Saumure, a beautiful ſmall Town 
delightfully fituated on the River Loire, not 
far from Orleans. Here he occupied a gen- 
teel Houſe, kept a handſome Equipage, and 
ſaw and was * by the beſt Company in 
g that polite and populous Neighbourhood. 
But, far from indulging a beaftly, obſcene, 
luxurious Life in this Retreat, as our weak 
Author infinuates of him at St. Omers, a 
Place he never was at but as a Traveller, 
his Lordſhip's Time was chiefly employed 
in the Converſation of the Learned, And as OY 
the Fathers of the Orat'ry, an Order of | 
Conventual Prieſts in Popiſh Countries, were J. 3 
deemed, and were in Reality the moſt learn- i 
ed Body in France in thoſe Days, Lord | 
Lovat was ſeldom without two or more of | 
B thoſe learned Men, at his Houle. 


Gaz. Two 
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Two Obſeryations naturally occur from 
Lord Lovat's Choice of Saumure for the 


Place of his Reſidence, and from his Choice: 


of Company at Saumure. The firſt is, that 
if he had been a Spy from our Court 
or any other, as has been often ſug- 
geſted of him, he would, nay, he muſt 
neceſſatily reſide at or very near the Me- 
tropolis and the Courts, as the only Scenes 
of Action, where he could gather up ſuch 
Intelligence as would anſwer the Views of 
his Employers. And the ſecond is, that 
the Jeſuits were no Favourites with his 
| Lordſhip, nor he with them, becauſe of the 
continual Enmity known to be between 


their Society and the Oratorians, with whom 


tis indiſputable he ſpent moſt of his Time 
during his Reſidence at Saumure, which 
was from 1703 to 1715. 

Having thus cleared away the Rubbiſh, 
which this Writer threw in the Reader's 
way, purpoſely that he might not be able 


to diſcern Lord Lovat's true Character, 1 


| might be excuſed following ſo notorious 
a Mangler of Reputation any farther ; but 
the ſame Love of Juſtice which induced 
me to take him in hand at all, engages me 


to keep him Company to the End of is 


Journey, 

What a Fable has he invented. y af kad 
Mungo Murray, whom he repreſents ſteal- 
„ ing 


(997) 


| ng away at Noon-day, and in the moſt 


public Street of Edinburgh, into a Wine- 
cellar from Lord Lovat, whom he attack'd 
with a drawn Sword ? I don't know with 
what: Weapon Lord  Lovat frighted away 
this Aſſailant, but ſure I am that this Au- 
thor cuts away with a double-edged Wea- 
pon. In the fame Page (72). my. Lord 
 Lovat's cruel and unworthy Uſage had oc- 
caſianed a Separation between him and his 
late Lady of the Argyle Family. Have we 
no Separations in England but what are 
owing to Cruelty on the Husband's Side ? 
If the Men are admitted as Evidence in 
this Cauſe, I dare ſay we ſhall find that Se- 
3 are not always the Reſult of the 
usband's Cruelty, 

The Author ſpends much of his Jak and 
Time, without doubt to ſpin his Subject, in 


order to ſwell his Book to Eighteen Penny- 


worth, to ſhew the Tyranny of this Noble- 
man over his Servants, Tenants and Vaſſals. 
And to give a Colour to all he ſays on this 


Head, tells a dreadful Story of his Lord- 


ſhip's baſe Treatment of one Mr. Fraſer of 
Phepacy, and one Mr. Cuthbert ; another 
of one Mr. Robertſon, and ſeveral as mon- 
ſtrous ones about his Cruelty to his Servants, 
both Male and Female. And to give the 


whole an Air of Credibility, adds, ＋ This 


may 
+ Page 81, 82. | 
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« may ſeem incredible in a free Coun- Y 


try, where the Laws have their free 
Execution; but to one that conſiders 
the Poverty and Subjection of theſe Peo- 
« ple toa lawleſs Maſter and Chief, it 
*© may not be thought fo ſtrange ; there are 
many Perſons now living, who have been 
treated in the Manner 1 have related.” 

It would be neceſſary to ſpeed a Com- 
miſſion on the Spot and examine Witneſſes, 
if a Man would deſcend to Particulars, as 
this Writer affects to do. But he has for- 
feited all Title to the good Opinion of the 
Public, by his Invention of the long fulſome 
Tale of the Jeſuit and Confeſſor, the Curate 
and the Raviſher at St. Omer's. He has ſaid 
not a fingle Word of Truth in that whole 
Narrative. And if we be ſure his Coin was 
baſe at St. Omer's, why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
bo Coin at Inverneſs to be of purer Al- 

? 

There is a recent Proof that Lord Lovat 
is beloved of his Tenants and Vaſſals, and 
even of his Servants; and I can never be- 
'lieve that ſuch a Monſter and Tyrant as 
he is repreſented to be by this Scribe, 
would or could have their Hearts and 
Wiſhes.” But a Book muſt be wrote, a 
Volume muſt be filled ; Pockets muſt 'be . 
filled likewiſe; and much Dirt muſt be 

flung, 


* 


«c 
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flung, in order to render the Hero of the 
Romance a fit Object for the Reſentment, 


the Ridicule, Mirth and Laughter of the 


Populace. 1 5 
Tho' this Nobleman has not himſelf ap- 


E in Arms in favour of the Pretender, 
e is ſaid, by the Lord Preſident and ſome 


others, to have winked at his Clan's fol- 


lowing his Son, the Maſter of Lovar, in 
ſupport of the young Pretender. Theſe 
Vaſſals and theſe Tenants could not be 
compelled to this Service, as it was againſt 
Law; therefore it is certain that this il- 


legal riſing and arming in fayour of the 


exil'd Family, muſt have been ſpontaneous 
and voluntary. But can it be ſuppoſed, 


that ſuch a large Body of People would 


thus have engaged in a Cauſe not diſagree- 
able to their Lord, if he had oppreſſed 
them ſo tyrannically and inhumanly as 


ſuggeſted by this Author? No; on the 


contrary, they would have joined the op- 
poſite Party to be revenged of him. | 

hut before I quit this Writer on this Part 
of his Subject, let me be indulged to expoſe 
his very extraordinary religious Zeal and 
Reverence for the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
Church. After he had diſplay'd his Ta- 


lents for many Pages, in endeavouring to 


cover Lord Lovat with the Infamy of ſet- 
ting 
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(36) 
ting on Villains to murder one Gentleman 
in the Neighbourhood, to kill and ham- 
ſtring the Cattle of another, and to burn 
and deftroy the Houſes and Barns of a 
third; he boldly fays, that the whole 
Scene came to Light by the voluntary pri- 
vate Confeſſion of one of the Convicts to a 
Clergyman of Inverneſs in the Exerciſe of 
his Prieſtly Function, who diſcovered the 
big Secret to a fe Friends. I hope there 
is no Truth in this heavy Charge brought 
againſt one honoured with the Prieſtly Of- 
fice. But could I believe this and many 
other ſuch Narratives, I ſhould no longer 
wonder at the Diſcontinuance of auticular 
Confeſſion by 151 Sons of © our happy Retor- 
mation. 

The Author, as I 40d Sbefire; having 
all his Views fix'd on the Emoluments 
likely to ariſe by the Sile of his Book, 
- heeded neither Truth nor Decency. The 
"Jofuir or the Confeſſor, the Peer or the 
Prieſt of our holy reformedChurch, all wa 
Fiſh that came to his Net, provided the 
Purpoſe of his writing was anſwer'd. Lord 
Lovat was to be blacken'd, and no Mat- 
ter by whom ſmutted; fo as the Figure 
Was pri to * the Public. Perhaps 
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too the diſgracing a Clergyman, (and 
what greater Diſgrace can there be to a 
Prieſt, than his revealing Secrets imparted 
to him by a dying Man, who imagined, 
perhaps, he was mollifying his great Judge, 
when he avow'd his Guilt to his Miniſter;) 
perhaps too, I ſay, the depreciating and 
vilifying the Prieſtly Function, may have 
been thought to be a Recommendation of 
his Book. + ee 
Variety is the Idol of the Populace of 
moſt Countries, but. of our's moſt of any in 
the World. Therefore our Author, whoſe 
Aim was to pleaſe the lower Claſs of our 
People, employ'd all his Art to embelliſh this 
Work with ſuch a Variety of Facts and 
Events, as ſhould give Pleaſure to thoſe 
to whom he deſigned to make his Court. 
It is in this Light that we are to conſider 
him, when he tells us of Lord Lovat's 
Monument, the pompous Inſcription upon 
it, and his Anſwer [pag, 95. ] to Sir Robert 


Monro concerning it. The fame may be 


ſuggeited of the Speech ſaid to be made 
by this Peer after the late Action at Cul- 
luden, on his View from a high Hill, of 
the Devaſtations committed by our Troo 
after the Battle. « He, thereupon ad. 
A H ** dreſſed 
* Page 115. 4 | : 
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« drefled his ſorrowful Clan with i” os | 
Words, Now, Gentlemen, you ſee 
<< my Predictions, that our Enemies would 
* deſtroy: us with Fire and Sword, prove 
true. They have begun with me, and 
* will not make an end before they have 
« laid waſte, ravaged and burnt our un- 
ba happy Country. | 
I believe this Writer tas as little Rad 
as I to know what that Nobleman ſaid on 
that Occaſion; but I confeſs it probable 
that he might have explain'd himſelf to 
the like Purpoſe, becauſe I fear our Army 
had furniſhed too plauſible a Pretext for 
the Aſſertion. I cannot ſo readily aſſent 
to what he aſſerts in the immediate fore- 
ing Page concerning the young: Preten- 
devs Irrefolution, 44h 
* The Pretender's Son, after thi De- 
4 feat at Culloden, fled the lame Night te 
Lord Lovat's Houſe, and finding his 
« Lordſhip at Home in his Bed-chamber, 
he burſt out into Tears, and faid, My 
« good Lord, we are undone, my Heart bleeds 
for poor Scotland; and without adding 
„ more, he fell down er * Bed = 
wot * ſwooned 25 8 2 
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As great and morale Souls feel for the _ 
Anxieties of their Fellow - creatures, it 
Would be natural for that young Adven- „ 

turer to deplore the Fate of thoſe who . . 
had embarked in his Cauſe.” But, from 
the Character we have had of him by dif. 
\ ferent Hands, tis not likely that he ſo far | 
yielded to the Strokes af his ill Fortune as 
to ſink under them, as is here reported of 
him. But, pray, how comes it that this | 
Author can ſo exactly relate what happen- 4*-J 
ed in Lord Lovet's Bed-chamber? And | 
why not, as well as he knows what did not 
Happen at St. Omerse ˙ 3 | 
It being chigh Time to quit ſuch Com- _—_— 
pany, I here take leave of him, aſſuring | 
him however, that I have no Quarrel to 
his getting Bread, provided he gets it ho- 
neſtly. And before we part, I muſt let 
him know, that there cannot be a n 
more diſhoneſt or ignominious Way in 
the World of carning a Livelihood, than 
by miſrepreſenting and traducing Cha- 
racters, and particularly thoſe of Rank and 

Eminency. My Lord Lovat is not with- 
out his Faults; and who is faultleſs? But 

it is not becauſe a Man has ſome Faults, 

that he muſt be repreſented as a Monſter 
with no one Perfection. The Preſumpti- 
on 
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on is too violent to be believed, if there * 
had been no other ròom for Suſpicion. But 
this Writer has laid himſelf ſo open in many 

Parts of his Work, that I will venture to 


ſafer not to believe a Wor 


- 


